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June 2009                                                                           Vol.  LI(51) no. 6 
President -     John Taylor -          
  
Vice President & Webmaster-   Rick Storms -       
      
Activities Director       Sue Swackhamer -  
           
Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-     Allan Chalmers -   
           
Eminence Gris         Bill Traill  -    
 

Gathering of the Faithful 
Squaw Valley 

Monday, June 22 to Thursday, June 25 
There will be a contingent driving to Auburn on Sunday, June 21, overnighting and driving in 

to Squaw (Olympic Village-the official name) on Monday 
If you are going and would like to hook up, let me know.  If you are going Monday and would 

like to get together with others, also let me know and I can help in organizing. 
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Monday 6/22/09 
1:00pm-5:00pm Registration Mountain Stream Room 
1:00pm-5:00pm Regalia Sales Mountain Stream Room 
1:00pm-5:00pm Hospitality Mountain Stream Room 
All Day Car Wash TBD 
5:00pm-7:00pm First timers display Hotel Entrance 
5:00pm-7:00pm Orientation – Light Hors D’oeuvres Palisades 
Room 
Evening Self Dinner 
7:00pm-8:00pm Registration Mountain Stream Room 
Tuesday 6/23/09 
8:00am-9:00am Registration Mountain Stream Room 
8-9am, 2-5pm Regalia Sales Mountain Stream Room 
8-9am, 2-5pm Models, Arts & Crafts Display Mountain Stream 
Room 
8-9am, 3-5pm Hospitality Mountain Stream Room 
All Day Car Wash TBD 
10:00am-2:00pm Car Display Town Centre 
3:00pm-4:00pm Tech Sessions #1 Alpenglow Room 
4:00pm-5:00pm Tech Session #2 Alpenglow Room 
Early Evening Self Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Wednesday 6/24/09 
8-9am, 3-5pm, Regalia Sales Mountain Stream Room 
8-9am, 2-5pm Hospitality Mountain Stream Room 
8-9am, 3-5pm Models, Arts & Crafts Display Mountain Stream 
Room 
9:00am-2:00pm Rallye / Tour Parking Lot (Lobby) 
Early Evening Self dinner 
7:00pm-8:00pm No-Host Cocktails Palisades Room 
7:00prn-8:00pm Silent Auction Palisades Room 
8:00pm-10:00pm Auction and Desserts Palisades Room 
Thursday 6/25/09 
8am-Noon, 3-5pm Regalia Sales Mountain Stream Room 
8am-Noon, 3-5pm Models, Arts & Crafts Display Mountain 
Stream Room 
8-9am, 3-5pm Hospitality Mountain Stream Room 
7:00am-10:00am Flea Market Parking Lot (Lobby) 
9:00am-12:00pm Funkhana Parking Lot (Lobby) 
1:00pm-2:00pm Advisory Council Meeting Alpenglow Room 
2:00pm-3:00pm Steering Committee Meeting Alpenglow Room 
5:00pm-6:00pm No-Host Cocktails Palisades Room 
6:00pm-10:00pm Awards Dinner /Awards Presentations 
Palisades Room 
Friday 6/26/09 
7:00am-9:00am Winner's Circle Hospitality Area 
7:00am-9:00am Continental Breakfast Mountain Stream Room 

Next month – Sausage Run to Soquel on July 19 – more next newsletter



     

              

Coming Events, 
 

Non-ARR events as noted by * 
 

 
 
 
Monday, June 22-Thursday, June 25, GoF, Squaw Valley 
 
Sunday July 19,  
The Sausage Run, or in this case, Turkey Run to Bill Webb’s casa in Soquel. Leader 
Bill Webb 
 
Sunday, August 23,  
another Fabulous Frank Fete in Bolinas – barring unforeseen events 
 
*Sunday September 6, British Car Day Brisbane Marina  
 
September 20,  
a wine country tour, leader, The Taylors and  the Glenns 
 
October 2-3-4 
The 53rd annual Conclave will be at the Cambria Pines Lodge More later 
 
Sunday, November 8, Another Mt Diablo Diabolical Rally, by Syd Saperstein 
 
Sunday, December 6, Holiday Brunch in Healdsburg at the Taylor’s  
 

Don’t forget – 
 

www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

Our fine web site – lots of pictures, newsletter in full colour, links to vendors, etc. 
 
New Members 
 

Robert and Cheryl Ford 
7201 Gold Creek Hwy 
San Jose, CA 95120 
408 268 0393 

.  From Robert: “Hi - I'd like to join Abingdon 
Rough Riders.  I have a 1949 TC  (TC 9657) 
which I've owned for ~3 years, and I'm in the 
final planning stage of a frame up rebuild of 
another TC.   I've been interested in, and have 
owned MGs (mostly MGA which I rebuilt, 
raced, rallied etc in South Africa) for 40 years”. 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

              

Point Reyes Run 
 
Definitely a bummer.  No one came.  Linda and I 
predetermined this and therefore did our own 
run with out of town relatives, hike in Muir 
Woods, drive to Pt. Reyes for lunch, in a 
mundane four seater. 
 
Marin  Concours 
 
We made quite a showing at the first ever Marin 
event : 
 
Rick & Judy Storms – green TC, newly finished 
Jim & Karyn Silva – red Arnolt, ditto 
Dick Gronet - red TC 
Bill Young – Morgan 
Steve Plath – Daimler SP250 
Jim Hill – Railton drophead 
Martin, Loraine and Andrea Hveem – showing a 
Packard restoration he did for a client. 
And the Taylors were there but I didn’t spot 
them.  Maybe others. 
 
Additionally, Dick DeLuna was there showing 
his C type Jag.  He introduced me to George 
Gallucci, the new owner of Travis Ball’s TC.  I 
issued an invitation to join. 
 

Jim Silva won first in class, with Bill Young 
second.  Don’t know about thirds, but Steve 
Plath got a second in his class for his SP250 
 

 
The winning Arnolt 

 
 
I took the young son of friends along and he was 
treated to a ride in the 1932 Alfa Romeo 
8C2300 of  co-sponsor Tom Price.  He was 
thrilled. 

 
 
 
Don’t try this at the wheel 
 
From the "Car Talk" guys: 
 
Dear Tom and Ray, 
 
Back in the `60s I was on a highway with my frat 
brother in his ´52 MG TD. He pulled the steering 
wheel off its post and handed it to 
me, saying, "Hold this." 
 
I freaked. We went 55 mph for at least 5 minutes 
before he put the wheel back. He explained that 
the car pulled slightly to the 
right, and if he touched the brakes it pulled to 



     

              

the left, so he could "steer" on a straight road. 
 
A month later, I borrowed the car for a date. I 
handed the steering wheel to my petrified 
companion, who screamed at me to take it back. 
The car tracked straight for about a minute and 
began drifting right. I tapped the brakes. It kept 
going right. I panicked. We went off the road 
and mowed down half an acre of corn. 
 
My friend told me later he´d had the brakes 
fixed.  My date never spoke to me again. 
 

From TATerry 
 

Just discovered the hot rod supplier 
www.speedwaymotors.com check out their rod 
ends looks like you can get the whole assemblies 
in custom lengths that would be ready to fit on 
the TC....and drilled LH/RH thread....even in 
chrome!! and a lot cheaper than we paid!! 
They also have the very slick turn signal 
controller recently described in the Rough Rider 
newsletter. 
 

This just in from Mike O’connor: 
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If you would like to wish John Twist a bon 
voyage it’s:  johntwist@universitymotors.com 

Academy of Arts Cars 

Jack Bradley invited Linda and me to a wine 
tasting and viewing of the Academy’s 60 or so 
cars in their showroom on Van Ness acouple 
weeks ago.  An amazing and fantastically 
expensive group of full classics – Duesenbergs, 
Pierces, etc., plus more mundane autos.  I 
wouldn’t call our cars mundane, but there is a 
really gorgeous TC and a TA Tickford in the 
collection.  The Tickford came from the Ponder 
collection in Texas, but the TC I don’t know. 

 

 
Looks like mine 50 years ago (yes the TC!) 

http://www.speedwaymotors.com/
mailto:johntwist@universitymotors.com


     

              

What is under your:  MG TC Gas Tank Filler Cap? 
 
Each TC car owner is familiar with their gas cap and its features, or are you?  I have recently 
discovered that there are 3 distinct groups of filler necks and caps throughout the TC production 
run.  I will characterize these groups as Early-brass, Mid-brass, & Late-steel. 
 
The first group of production tanks, Early-brass, were supplied to the factory as a complete 
assembly.  This meant that they were complete to include the filler cap.  The entire assembly was 
listed in the service parts list as 1 item so there is very little detail on specific components.  
However, a study of the early tanks shows a number of distinct features.  First, the filler neck 
was brass and the cap was held in place by a split-pin (cotter pin).  The cap was opened by a 
trigger (this was a holdover from the TB) and had the word “PRESS” on it.  The trigger was held 
in place by a brass 6BA countersunk machine screw.  This screw also held the trigger spring 
which was a U-shaped “flat” type spring to hold the trigger in the “up” position.   Most triggers 
were oriented at the 6 o’clock position.  However, there was also a variation in the very early 
cars with the trigger positioned anywhere from 5 to 10 o’clock.  This is an unknown phenomenon 
and is speculated as to being caused by lack of standards in early production and not a conscious 
design feature.   
 
The second group of tanks, Mid-brass, began to appear in 1948.  This timeframe coincides with 
many other productions changes within 1948 from TC4412 thru TC7502.  Overall the gas tank 
remained the same with the exception of 2 items: the trigger and the trigger spring.  The word 
“PRESS” was now changed to the infamous “MG” logo. The second change was the flat U-
shaped trigger spring was replaced by a coiled spring.  It was also discovered that these 2 
changes did not occur on the same day.  There is evidence of overlap.  TC 4926 had a PRESS 
trigger and a coil trigger spring.  Then TC 6756 had an MG trigger and a flat trigger spring.  So 
as discussed many times over, the existing supplies were used until depleted and then the 
transition to the new item. 
 
The final group, Late-steel, made its debut in early (Feb-Mar) 1949.  This is confirmed by factory 
specs detailing the “Westwood filler cap” assembly.  It stated that the filler neck (steel) was 
welded to tank.  So the brass filler base was changed to steel.  Another change was that the split 
pin to hold the cap to the neck AND the 6BA brass screw holding the trigger were replaced by 2 
rivets.  Also, there was the addition of a cork gasket to sit in the perimeter of the filler neck.  
Overall this seemed very similar to the TD filler neck.  In fact, the TD gas tank factory specs 
matched the Late-steel TC “Westwood” filler cap.  Both use the same part number.  Therefore, 
the late TC change was held over and was used as the follow-on TD filler cap assembly.   
So, if you are a Concours judge, take notes as there are actually 3 variations to the TC filler cap.  
It may be interesting to look under the cap of all the TC at the next car show or outing you attend 
to see the differences yourself. 



     

              

As always there may be exceptions or other unknown sightings.  I would be particularly 
interested in hearing from more owners of 1948 and 1949 TCs in order to determine with more 
accuracy when the transitions occurred.  I would also like to know what the late-steel group filler 
caps and their rivets looked like.  And of course general comments are always welcome to 
doug@fromtheframeup.com .   

           
 

       
 
 
 

mailto:doug@fromtheframeup.com
http://us.mc327.mail.yahoo.com/mc/showMessage?pSize=25&fid=Inbox&sort=date&order=down&startMid=0&filterBy=&.rand=376171966&midIndex=3&mid=1_8307_APjPjkQAAMD9ShQRrg0a9VBgIR8&m=1_49737_APzPjkQAAKLRSh29EQj0RXGD4SU%2C1_6259_APzPjkQAATLrShtNeAJ5v3CC


     

              

                                  

 
 
 

ARR / TCMG Conclave 
October 2 – 3- 4 

Cambria California 
At the Cambria Pines Lodge 

Scene of numerous past conclaves 
More info coming next month 

 

  
This TC is owned by a chap who just visited TA 

Terry from Australia. More in a future issue 

GoF Auction Donations Needed! 

A lot of planning  and coordination has gone 
into this GoF, the venue is great, and the outlook 
is that it should be a great for all of us. 

I’m sure that I don’t need to remind you that the 
auction is one of the mandatory events for any 
GoF. This is the event that, hopefully, allows us 
to take care of any expenses that have not been 
covered by the income for the event, and, again, 
hopefully, gives us “seed money” for next year’s 
event. I can’t tell you how many times in the 
past few years that the Steering Committee 
members and Chairpersons of the GoFs were 
crossing their fingers hoping that the auction 
turned out well so the finances would balance in 
a positive direction. But it has worked out each 
year, thanks to your generous contributions—
Thank You!  

Well, it’s time to ask for your contributions of 
auction items again. With the economy being as 
it is—is your 401K now a 104K as mine is??—
our attendance is down a bit, and I’m asking if 
you would consider contributing a bit more than 
you may have in the past. Go into your garage 
and find some of those MG items that have been 
gathering dust that you will probably never use, 
and help us turn them into cash for the GoF. 
How about those great posters that have been 
rolled up for the past 20 years? And that extra 
set of Whitworth wrenches that you have been 
saving for when your others wear out? There are 
probably a lot of items that you have that others 
don’t but would like to have if only they could 
find one. However, we don’t really want your 
old greasy chassis parts. If you have good, 
clean, serviceable items, consider donating them.  

If you do have some items to donate to this 
worthy cause, please bring them along to the 
GoF or send them to me before 12 June: Larry 
Long, 1411 Foxenwood Drive,  Santa Maria, 
 CA 93455.  Let’s make this event one that 
provides a lot of fun for the attendees and that 
keeps our finances in the black.  

Thank you,  

Larry Long, GoF West 2009 Auction 
coordinator 



     

             
 

      

 

This is one of the better articles on our long ago member.  Have a restful retirement Bob (like sure!) 



     

             
 

More “MG Removal” Adventures 

Terry and I removed the last of Dwane Carlson’s  MGs – MGB GT.  The new owner, who was on the adventure, Michael 
Green, has now got a little backyard project at his home in Pleasanton.  Barbara Carlson has a cleared garage. 

  

MG Removals - Ferrari sub-group 

Getting the 225S out of the Wasserman garage on just about the steepest  hill in SF – a flatbed truck at the bottom to haul it 
plus a wrecker to drag it out.  90% sure brakes were good, but that 10% might have had me in the Bay! 

                 

 Dick McClure runs the Mille again 

This year it was run in a Devin VW.  Looks like about as much 
comfort and wind protection as a motorcycle. 

Last year it was a Magnette and Dick is sending an article for 
inclusion in a future newsletter.  My favorite at the Mille start was 
this Vignale Cunningham – looks a lot like the Vignale Ferrari above 

                                



     

             
 

 

 



     

             
 

 

For mailed newsletter folks, the application is on the web site version, or call me 



     

             
  


