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Secty/Treas/Newsletter Editor-    Allan Chalmers  
 

Eminence Gris        Bill Traill  
 

Saturday, August 28 
 

 
 

The Sausage Run heads to Watsonville 
 

This year we have been invited down to Jack and Cathy Bradley’s digs for a BBQ and a 
general tire kicking of his “eclecticollection”. 

As usual we will meet at the parking lot at the Woodside turnoff of Hwy 280, but earlier 
than past years to leave at 9:00 sharp.  We then head to the parking area at Hwy 9 and 

35 and head out by 10 to get to the Bradley’s by 10:30 - 11 
Maps follow 

Must have RSVP by August 22! To your kindly editor 
 

And yet another BBQ, the phamous Phrank event in Bolinas Saturday, 
September 11 - Stay tuned for further instructions next newsletter, but you 

know the drill  
 

Our web site:   www.abingdonroughriders.org 
 

 

http://www.abingdonroughriders.org/


     

             
 

Coming Events (italics  for non-ARR events) 
 
 

Saturday August 28 – 
At the Bradley’s in Watsonville 

 

Saturday September 11 – 
Bolinas –  Susan Frank will welcome us at “The Barn” 

 

British Car Day Brisbane is cancelled for the foreseeable future 
 

Friday thru Sunday October 1/2/3 –  
Conclave – The Narrow Gauge Inn on Hwy 41 above Oakhurst and four miles from the 

Mariposa gate to Yosemite – write-up attached and on the web site 
 

November ?–  
A tour of Sonoma with a stop at Dick & Rochelle Nyquist’s barn of cars 

 

December ?–  
Holiday Party at the Swackhamer’s in San Jose – more to come 

 

 
 

Conclave Update   
 
Thus far we have 21 rooms taken for the Conclave.  Don’t forget to reserve. ( The cheaper rooms are all 
taken).  Those signed up are: 
 

Sanders, shempp, Marcotte, Crandall, Storms, Chalmers, Pohle, Tuck, Traill, Swackhamer, Matlock, 
Carol Borgardt and new members Brian and Jane Sonner - and from the TCMG:  Glass, Roth, Simon, 
Einhorn, Pedersen, Coleman, Wescott, Simmons 
 
I will be billing the above folks shortly! 
 



     

             
 

GoF 
 
The Chalmers’ did not attend, but we have a report 
from the Tantaus along with a few photos: 
 

“Got to know Brian Sonner who drove his brand 
newly restored TC with Lawrie to Big Bear from 
Placerville garnering the long distance award. 
(Bob) Kramer was there as well but that may have 
been it as far as ARR is concerned?? 25 TC's in 
program, 19 at car display, that's Briskman's light 
tan and his rad ornament.” 

Bt 

 

Brian Sonner’s TC after some fine resto work by 
Lawrie Alexander 

 

Barry Briskman’s resurrection of a Dwane car 

 

Barry’s fountain – don’t drink the water! 

 

This model car seems to have Nigel driving 

Different Strokes 

 
Former member and newly retired Bob Lutz 

climbing into his TC substitute 



     

             
 

Betty Miller is sprung 
 
Norman Tuck and I took a front spring up to Santa 
Rosa to install on Betty’s car.  She is now in fine 
shape for TC events.   
Betty is looking for a good MG mechanic in the 
North Bay. 
 

 
Norman and Betty after a run with new spring 
 
On the Concours circuit 
 
Martin Hveem took a first with the J2 at the 
Presidio of SF concours.  The Silvas got second 
with the red Arnolt 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Neil Kirkham not only was first in the Rolls line-
up, he also had “the Yellow Rolls Royce”, of the 
movie of the same name, on the poster 
 
That’s Neil standing at the right 
 

 
 

 
 
If you haven’t seen the movie, by all means rent it.  
The car is the star of the movie, with co-stars 
Ingrid Bergman, Rex Harrison, et al. 
 
Also don’t miss Poirot on KTEH on Tuesdays, 
where he and Captain Hastings motor along in a 
lovely Lagonda, plus other neat cars can be seen. 
 



     

             
 

Bob Moore’s TC 
 
I am pleased to report that the car is sold and 
ready to ship to France.  The last problem was a 
major oil leak solved by a bit of machine work by 
Norman Tuck on the rear main cap to 
accommodate the Moss seal that had been 
installed. 
 

 
Norman tries his magic on the windshield wiper 
motor 
 
Bob and Bev are doing well in Texas – they 
obviously miss California. 
 
Another Roller 
 
Whilst extracting Norman Petersen’s TC from the 
shop of Mike Anthony, transferring to new 
member Jeff Laughlin, Norman Tuck and I 
foraged in the auto boneyard behind the Vallejo 
shop and found several depressing cars.  Here I am 
behind the wheel of a vintage Rolls.  Note two 
derelict Bentleys to the right.  Also note the ’60 
Cadillac convert behind 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Even more pathetic, the burled walnut Rolls dash, 
complete with instruments out in the elements.   
 

 
 
This sorry car is not Mike’s responsibility – he 
shares a building with another chap. 
 
Jeff is moving right along putting the TC together. 
 
Rick & Judy spot a TF 
 

 
They are in Ireland and so far all they have spotted 
is a truck with the MG logo on the side and this 
modern MG TF. 
 
How About Some Training? 
 
New member Chris Gillespie forwards this web 
info: 
http://www.justbrits.com/Articles
/lucas_course.html  
 
As you can see from a subsequent page,  There are 
several courses on automobile electricals that are 
on the “Just Brits” web site for downloading. 



     

             
 

Info needed 
 

Brian Sonner has asked for info on his car: 
 

 Allan: 
        As you may remember I purchased a TC from 
Aiden Corwin and with the help of Lawrie 
Alexander have done a complete restoration.  We 
drove it to Big Bear Lake for the GOF and have 
returned safely home to Placerville. 1000 miles, 
who said these cars are only for show? 
    I am trying to trace the history of my car and 
began with an inquiry to the New England T 
Registry and discovered that they did not have any 
records of the car prior to Aiden. From some 
paperwork in the bottom of a box of parts, I was 
able to trace the ownership of the TC back to the 
mid 70's owner Don Gray, San Francisco.  I 
talked to him and he does not recall the prior 
owner but did send me some event plaques which 
were on the dash when he purchased it.  They date 
from  1965: 
 
First Annual Diablo Concours d'Elegance, Sept          
19 1965 Concord, California; 
 
Town and Country Concours D'Elegance 
Participant, Palo Alto, August 22 1965; 
 
Sports Car Olympics, Squaw Valley 1965, 2nd 
Class A. 
 
Based on this information it would appear that the 
car has been in Northern California most of its 
life. The frame number is 5381 and the engine 
number is 6100 (original match) 
 
The original color was cream which had been 
repainted green. (based on the results of stripping 
the car to the bare metal.) 
 
Do you recall the car or any of the prior owners? 
 It would appear that only the corporate 
knowledge within the Abingdon Rough Riders 
might be the best way of gathering information. 
 
Now that we are up and running, Jane and I hope 
to get to some events.  We are signed up for the 
Conclave and will see you there.  
Thanks, Brian Sonner 
  
Editors note:  I was showing my TC at the Town 
& Country show, but darn, can’t remember who 

else had a TC there.  It was only 45 years ago!  
My usual competitor then was Ed Pohle, whom I 
beat for first in the same concours in 1964!  After 
Ed’s exhaustive restoration recently, I wouldn’t 
try that again. 
 

 
 
Shamelessly borrowed from MGTalk, the 
Southeast T club’s organ, who borrowed it from 
the Northwest MG T Register.  Thanks guys! It 
ties in nicely with the Lucas info that Chris 
Gillespie sent.



     

             
 

  

Thanks to the Vintage MG Club for this bit of Al’s wisdom. 
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5624 South Washington - Hinsdale, IL 60521-4915 
V/M = 630-325-6113 

 
Offers up:  

 
Click HERE to ask 

a question about 
this page! 

 

 

Lucas  Technical  Service 
Overseas Technical Correspondence Course  

 
Please note, the first ten [10] Titles are *.pdf files and maybe  

downloaded as needed.  You will need Adobe Reader at minimum. 
The last Title is a *.zip file containing all of the ten [10] Titles. 

You will need a 'decoder' program to extract the files. 

 
 

Section # 0 General Information Down Load 

 
Section # 1 Lead Acid Batteries Down Load 

 
Section # 2 Starting Motors Down Load 

 
Section # 3 Coil Ignition Down Load 

 
Section # 4 Generators Down Load 

 
Section # 5 Generator Output Control Down Load 

 
Section # 6 Vehicle Wiring Circuits Down Load 

 
Section # 7 Lighting Down Load 

 

Section # 8 Windshield Wipers - Horns - Semaphore & Flashing Light 
Direction Indicators - Interior Light Circuits 

Down Load 

 
Section # 9 Electrically Controlled Overdrive Down Load 

 
 
 

Section #10  Entire Course Down Load 

 
 



     

             
 

Directed at Model A owners, but could benefit us

Submitted by John Taylor 



     

             
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

54th Annual ARR / TCMG Conclave
 

 
October 1-2-3 2010 

At the Narrow Gauge Inn in Fish Camp, near the Mariposa 
Gate to Yosemite 

 
Reservations need to be made through Allan  - allanchalmers@yahoo.com  
                                                                   or Linda  - lichalmers@yahoo.com   (or call 415 566 9796) 
 
There are 17 rooms taken and nine left at $166 per night inclusive of tax and breakfast.  
These are the fall rates.  The meal is described on the next page and is $60 per person.  This 
is a served, not buffet dinner and the Inn is noted for their food. 
 
We will ask for payment in August , but please let us know by august 1 if you are planning 
on coming .  If the price is too rich, there are motels in Oakhurst that are less expensive, 
including the Yosemite Gateway Lodge where we stayed two years ago. 
 
  Also indicate if you are interested in the Narrow Gauge train ride.   
 
Please don’t reserve through the Inn – we are taking the monies and paying the Inn 

 
Please check the narrow gauge inn web site 

www.narrowgaugeinn.com 
and the Yosemite Mountain Sugar Pine Railroad  

www.ymsprr.com 



     

             
 

Sausage Run Maps 

 
Sausage Run Maps 

 
Note that the turnoff from Hwy 1 to 
Mira Monte is at La Selva Drive, 
returning to the Mira Monte 
overcrossing. 
 
Mapquest shows 1000 Larkin Valley 
Road in the wrong spot – when you 
get to the intersection of Mira 
Monte and Larkin Creek Road, turn 
onto the latter, their place is on the 
right a short distance. 
Don’t forget to RSVP by the 22nd! 
 



     

             
 

 


